
Extract from Hansard 
[COUNCIL — Thursday, 23 June 2016] 

 p3933c-3933c 
Hon Peter Collier 

PUBLIC SCHOOLS — STEM EDUCATION 
Statement by Minister for Education 

HON PETER COLLIER (North Metropolitan — Minister for Education) [10.04 am]: I rise today to make 
a brief statement to update members on STEM initiatives being implemented in our public schools across 
Western Australia. A society literate in science, technology, engineering and mathematics, including a flexible 
STEM-skilled workforce, is critical to Western Australia’s future social and economic prosperity. An exemplary 
STEM education offers a rich context for developing skills such as creativity, independent thinking, critical 
analysis, problem solving, computational thinking, collaboration and communication. These skills are essential 
for the success of individuals, emerging industries and communities of the twenty-first century. The 
development of these capabilities is a key goal of the focus on STEM education. 
The Department of Education has high expectations of all students. The emphasis on STEM education in the 
“Strategic Plan for WA Public Schools 2016–2019” is evidence of the department’s desire for schools to develop 
in students the knowledge and skills that industry, communities and individuals need for success. The 
department requires schools to emphasise STEM instruction, encourage greater interest and competence in 
STEM and increase the proportion of students studying these subjects in secondary years. 
The department’s statewide services division is providing support to schools through the implementation of 
a range of strategies, including approximately 30 projects that aim to raise the STEM capabilities of all students. 
These initiatives aim to improve staff capability in teaching STEM and increasing student capability, 
engagement, participation and aspirations. The department has provided approximately $4 million over three 
years to develop high-quality, integrated, kindergarten to year 12 STEM teaching and learning resources and 
teacher professional learning to build the capacity of teachers to implement exemplary STEM education 
practices. The department has also provided approximately $4.9 million to support the implementation of 
phase 3, “Western Australian Curriculum: Technologies, Digital Technologies” in primary schools. School 
leaders and teachers from 304 metropolitan, regional and remote schools enrolling kindergarten to 
year 6 students participated in a four-day professional learning program. Schools with primary-aged students will 
receive resource kits of materials that support the teaching and learning of coding. 
The teacher development schools STEM innovation partnerships bring together clusters of schools and other 
interested parties to explore and share professional practices that increase student engagement, participation and 
achievement in STEM education. From 2017, an academic extension program will be established for students 
from years 7–10 at Cecil Andrews Senior High School. It will provide students with a full academic curriculum 
with a focus on STEM. This program will provide students with a clear direction for their studies as they move 
into years 11 and 12 and on to tertiary study. An academic coordinator will be funded from 2016 for three years 
to start planning and organising the academic extension program. A new building with two multidisciplinary 
STEM laboratories, lecture space for up to 70 students and preparation areas will be built. The total investment is 
$4.95 million, starting in 2015 and ending in 2018. 
I am delighted to inform the house that this state government continues to invest in STEM education at public 
schools across Western Australia. 
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